
Calendar Happenings 
Monday, December 12 

     Morning Prayer-8:00 am-FC 

     Longing for the Holy-7:00 pm-Kahlscheuerôs Home 

Tuesday, December 13 

     Scripture Class-8:30 am-SB 

     Health & Wellness Meeting-Polacekôs Home-3:00 pm 

     Longing for the Holy-4:00 pm-SB 

     Pastoral Council Meeting-6:00 pm-BH 

     Longing for the Holy-6:30 pm-SB 

Wednesday, December 14 
     St. Mary of the Lake Altar & Rosary Sodality Meeting-

 1:00 pm-BH 

     Faith Formation Grades 1-8-4:00 pm-BH 

     Faith Formation Grades 9-12-7:00 pm-BH 

Thursday, December 15 
     St. Rosalia Sodality Christmas Party-11:30 am-Inn at  

 Kristofers-Reservations Needed 

     St. Michaels Altar Society Meeting-1:00 pm-JP 

     Longing for the Holy-2:00 pm-Sharon Brabsonôs Home 

     Choir Practice-4:00 pm-FC 

     Annual Meeting-6:00 pm-FC 

     Choir Practice-6:30 pm-SB 

Friday, December 16 

     Christ Child Society Mass & Christmas Luncheon- 

 11:00 am-Corpus Christi 

Saturday December 17 

     Altar Server Training-8:00 am-FC 

Stella Maris Mission Statement 
 

ñStella Maris Roman Catholic Parish celebrates the Eucharist and all of the sacraments and spreads the Gospel to all parishioners and 

visitors, especially those in need, by being compassionate and willing to minister in a selfless fashion, by educating ourselves and by 

following the example set by Christ.ò 

By consensus, on May 8, 2010, the Pastoral and Finance Councils recommended to the pastor that we continue to build Stella Maris as a 

vibrant parish, and that we continue to serve five ministry sites and the ministry to Washington Island. 

Welcome to our parish! 

As pastor, I hope we can enrich your experience as much as you enrich ours. 

          Fr. David Ruby 

Third Sunday of Advent-December 11, 2011   Website:  www.stellamarisparish.com 

Bulletin Deadlines for the Holidays 

9:00 am 
December 18 Bulletin-Due Tuesday, December 13 

December 25 Bulletin-Due Monday, December 19 

We celebrated First  

Reconciliation at our Sister Bay 

site this past week. 
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     With the calendar year coming to an 

end, it is a good time to take inventory of 

our stewardship so far for this year.  I have 

to admit that it has been difficult for me as 

pastor to observe our income during the 

first half of this year.  We are over $20,000 

below what was budgeted and almost the 

same behind what we took in for the last 

year.  Last year, we also took in less money 

than the year before that.  I know that the 

economy is not the best.  Some people are 

struggling with employment and the stock 

market is down.  Everyone has been affect-

ed in some way.  Some churches do better 

in difficult times because they value God 

and church more.  There are a few reasons 

why our finances are down, some of which 

I do not even know.  As pastor, it is my job 

to remind everyone of their responsibility 

to support their parish which is carrying on 

the work of Jesus Christ in northern Door 

County just as Jesus found a way support 

for his ministry in his day.  Our parish is 

doing so much good ministry that I believe 

in with all of my heart and so many people 

have benefited from.  I feel that whatever 

people give to support our parish is well 

invested for the building Godôs kingdom.  

     We all know that less income has to be 

addressed in some way by decreasing 

spending.  The only area of our already 

tight budget which can be changed is staff.  

We will have to decrease our staff by attri-

tion as they retire or move on to other posi-

tions.  This parish is filled with much work 

to do and is a difficult one for any pastor.  

It is easier for me with the staff that we 

have.  It was not easy for me when we 

eliminated two staff positions last year but 

it had to be done and it will have to be done 

again in the future.  As I grow older, I 

know my limits and cannot take on any-

thing more.  Everyone in our parish will 

have to grow accustomed to less work by 

staff.  Sometimes expectations are already 

too high.  The other side of that equation is 

that we can always use more volunteers.  

Everyone in the parish should be volunteer-

ing to do something.  We are so grateful for 

all of the people who minister within our 

parish now and all of the time and talent 

that they share.  The parish leadership will 

publicize more ways we need help so 

please do not be shy in stepping forward to 

help out. 

     The other help that we could use is obvi-

ously in increasing our income.  If there is 

any way that you can help us to do that, 

please let me or anyone on the finance 

council know.  We sure would appreciate 

it.  I do not just mean giving us some of 

your hard earned money but ideas on how 

we can earn more money through fund rais-

ers or any other means.  I know that my 

financial abilities are very limited.  I rely 

heavily on the expert advisers which have 

been in our leadership over the years.  We 

can always use more expert advice or peo-

ple who have special talents for improving 

our financial situation.  I am confident that 

we will do as well as possible relying on 

the Lord. 

 

  In Christôs love, 

  Fr. Dave Ruby, Pastor 

Spiritual Renewal 
We are grateful for all the CRHP women who came to 

our Advent Pot Luck, including 3 women from the Is-

land!  Special thanks to Mary Anderson and Theresa 

Freeman who planned and prepared this event, Marian 

Irmen for invitations, Jim Jauquet for set-up, and those who stayed 

to clean up. We were also blessed with poetry readings by Judy 

Roy and June Nirschl during our evening together. Salads and des-

serts from our CRHP sisters were delicious.  Merci! 

 

Free Community Lunch 
The 1st Wednesday at Sister Bay Moravian Church, 10924 Old 

Stage Road, and the 3rd Wednesday at Ephraim Moravian Church, 

9970 Moravia Street. Both free lunches served at Noon, November 

through April. Any questions call the church offices: SBMC ï 

(920)854-4080 and EMC ï (920) 854-2804. 

 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
Retired Religious Need Your Support 

By 2019, it is projected that retired religious will outnumber wage-

earning religious by nearly four to one.  Your gift to the Retirement 

Fund for Religious helps ensure that elderly Catholic sisters, broth-

ers and religious order priests receive the care they so richly de-

serve, now and in the future.  Please give generously to todayôs 

collection. 

 

Christ Child Society 
All are welcome to join members of Christ Child Society for their 

annual Shower of Love Mass and Luncheon.  Bishop Robert Mor-

neau will be the presiding celebrant of this special occasion along 

with our favorite local priests. Please plan to attend the 11:00 

o'clock Mass with the children of St. John Bosco School on Friday, 

December 16th at Corpus Christi Church.  The Shower of Love 

Luncheon will follow at the Sturgeon Bay Yacht Club.  There will 

be a choice of three items on the menu.  No reservations needed. 

 

Health & Wellness 
ñLiving Healthy is a Prayerò 

DIABETES SUPPLIES:  WHAT DOES MEDICARE COVER? 
 

Medicare is the U.S. health insurance for people age 65 

and older and also for some younger individuals with 

certain disabilities. Medicare will cover the cost of some 

diabetes supplies, but in order for them to be covered, 

your doctor must prescribe the supplies.  Some of the covered sup-

plies include: 
 

¶ Glucose testing monitors 

¶ Glucose test strips 

¶ Lancet devices 

¶ Glucose control solutions used to check the accuracy of test 

strips and monitors 

¶ Insulin is almost always covered by the Medicare Part D Pro-

gram, with the exception of a co-pay 
 

Itôs best to order your supplies from a Medicare approved supplier.  

While you can buy supplies in a store, be sure the store is Medicare 

approved.  You pay 20% of the Medicare-approved amount, and 

your Original Medicare Part B deductible applies. 
 

If you have a Medicare Advantage Plan, itôs important that you 

check with your individual plan coverage to see how to get your 

diabetes supplies. You may not have to pay anything out-of-pocket, 

but there may be rules that you must follow. 

Dear Fellow Parishioners 


